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Purpose:
To 

[a]  consider a report on the main points of interest following the completion of the first CET cycle on 31st December 2006;  


[b]  to note key messages; and

[c] to identify any other points of interest to the Council .
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The General Optical Council (GOC)

Continuing Education and Training (CET) Scheme
The first cycle

The first three year cycle of the GOC’s CET Scheme came to a successful end on 31st December 2006.  
The final figures 

More than 98% of registrants achieved their CET target for continued registration from 1st April 2007.  At this date just 319 registrants were removed from the register for failing to achieve the requisite number of CET points.  This total included 123 optometrists, 196 dispensing opticians and in addition 15 dispensing opticians who achieved their general CET target but failed to achieve their speciality points had their specialty removed.  Proportionately a larger percentage of dispensing opticians [4.8%] failed to meet their target compared with 1.1% optometrists and 1.2% of CLO who failed to achieve their minimum CET requirement.  
Registrants who were in a shortfall position on 31st December 2006 were given until 15 March 2007 to make up the shortfall.  8% of registrants moved out of shortfall during this 11 week period.

The Council’s partner optical bodies contributed significant support to helping registrants achieve the minimum requirement.  CET Providers assisted greatly in ensuring adequate provision of CET particularly of therapeutic CET.  The Council is also hugely indebted to Vantage Technologies Ltd in their delivery of a successful conclusion to the first CET cycle, which in many cases involved one to one personal support to registrants.

What did the first cycle tell us?
The figures from the first cycle showed that optometrists are the most likely to get points over an above the minimum requirement, with 52 confirmed points per optometrist on average, whilst dispensing opticians earned and confirmed an average 41 points each.  Contact lens specialists are also likely to go beyond the minimum requirement, with an average of 50 general and 26 specialist points each.   The figures include new registrants and restorers, who need less than the minimum requirement of 36 general points and an additional 18 points for specialists, suggesting that some will have done far more.  
Key message
This information shows the commitment of the ophthalmic dispensing profession to maintaining standards and remaining members of a regulated profession.  The Council will continue to support the efforts of the ABDO and others in securing CET funding for dispensing opticians.
Competencies covered
There was plenty of CET on offer, with 280 registered CET providers submitting around 6,500 events for approval. Provision was significantly higher in some competency areas than others. Contact lens practice CET was most plentiful, with over 800 events run, followed by optical examination and technique, and ocular abnormalities. These subjects were also the most popular. Optical examination and technique had nearly 240,000 points awarded to registrants, slightly ahead of contact lens practice, with just over 200,000 – more than three times as many points as third placed ocular abnormalities.

Key Message 

The data shows a very uneven uptake across competencies.  Other than prescribing specialties, the least well covered competency was low vision, with just five events available and 142 points awarded. There was also low uptake for binocular vision courses, with fewer than 500 CET points awarded in this competency.  There was a similarly poor uptake of professional conduct CET.  The GOC will investigate the reasons for this variation and consider how it can encourage higher uptake across all competency areas.
Modality
Lectures were the most common form of provision, with nearly 3,500 available. Registrants could also choose from 880 workshops, 241 peer review events and 131 distance learning articles. 

Highest uptake was for text based distance learning, which accounted for just over 60 per cent of points awarded. Lectures and skills workshops were next in order of popularity, at around 30 per cent and seven per cent of points respectively. No points were awarded for poster sessions, although there were three events approved.

Key message
Information from the first cycle report will be used to help with planning the present CET cycle and future development of the scheme. 
Kate Fielding

Philip Ireland

Dian Taylor

June 2007
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competencies provision

		Competency		Events

		AS - Clinical and Pharmaceutical Knowledge		26

		AS - Establishing Options		1

		AS - Improving Prescribing Practice		4

		AS - Information in Context		1

		AS - Prescribing Professionally		5

		AS - Prescribing Safely		8

		AS - The NHS in Context		2

		AS - The Team and Individual Context		2

		Binocular Vision for Optometrists		28

		Communication Skills for Dispensing Opticians		121

		Communication Skills for Optometrists		219

		Contact Lens Practice		805

		Contact Lenses for Dispensing Opticians		107

		Contact Lenses for Optometrists		186

		Low Vision for Dispensing Opticians		5

		Ocular Abnormalities for Dispensing Opticians		98

		Ocular Abnormalities for Optometrists		456

		Ocular Examination for Optometrists		351

		Optical Appliances for Dispensing Opticians		143

		Optical Appliances for Optometrists		216

		Optical Examination and Technique		575

		Professional Conduct for Dispensing Opticians		84

		Professional Conduct for Optometrists		145

		Refractive Management for Dispensing Opticians		52

		SP - Prescribing Professionally		1

		SP - Prescribing Safely		1

		SP - The NHS in Context		1

		Visual Function for Optometrists		136





competencies uptake

		competency		points		events

		Optical Examination and Technique		238,531		575

		Contact Lens Practice		204,077		805

		Ocular Abnormalities		60,051		554

		Optical Appliances		47,455		359

		Contact Lenses		31,984		293

		Communication Skills		29,422		340

		Ocular Examination		24,353		351

		Refractive Management		13,300		52

		Visual Function		6,764		136

		Professional Conduct		3,468		229

		Additional Supply competencies		2,601		49

		Binocular Vision		460		28

		Low Vision		142		5

		Supplementary Prescribing competencies		74		3
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events

Provision



modality provision

		



points

Uptake



modality uptake

		Modality - provision

		Modality		Events		Points

		Lecture		3405		309,498

		Skills Workshop		858		71,699

		Peer Review		235		20,881

		Text Based Distance Learning		12		626,168

		Visual Recognition Test		79		1,484

		Video Based Distance Learning		1		4,110

		Poster Session		3		0





modality uptake

		



Events

Provision



spread of provision

		



Points

Uptake



spread of uptake

		Modality		Points awarded in this modality		%

		Text Based Distance Learning		626,168		60.57

		Lecture		309,498		29.94

		Skills Workshop		71,699		6.94

		Peer Review		20,881		2.02

		Video Based Distance Learning		4,110		0.40

		Visual Recognition Test		1,484		0.14

		Poster Session		0		0.00

				1,033,840



Modality

Points awarded in this modality



points by age group

		spread of provision

		Jan-05				155

		Feb				254

		Mar				339

		Apr				501

		May				309

		Jun				348

		Jul				263

		Aug				293

		Sept				661

		Oct				627

		Nov				845

		Dec				330

		Jan-06				353

		Feb				321

		Mar				525

		Apr				459

		May				378

		Jun				609

		Jul				286

		Aug				250

		Sept				560

		Oct				627

		Nov				666

		Dec				259

		Jan-07				393

		Feb				394

		Mar				595





		spread of uptake

		1-Jan-05		31-Jan-05		1609.00 (1582.50)

		1-Feb-05		28-Feb-05		15747.00 (15441.00)

		1-Mar-05		31-Mar-05		40675.50 (40045.50)

		1-Apr-05		30-Apr-05		43851.00 (43252.00)

		1-May-05		31-May-05		203674.30 (200055.30)

		1-Jun-05		30-Jun-05		-127290.70 (-127868.70)

		1-Jul-05		31-Jul-05		40703.00 (40359.00)

		1-Aug-05		31-Aug-05		40298.50 (39549.00)

		1-Sep-05		30-Sep-05		33014.00 (32716.50)

		1-Oct-05		31-Oct-05		38210.00 (37868.00)

		1-Nov-05		30-Nov-05		42918.00 (42418.50)

		1-Dec-05		31-Dec-05		60211.50 (59609.00)

		1-Jan-06		31-Jan-06		42270.50 (41831.00)

		1-Feb-06		28-Feb-06		20896.50 (20598.50)

		1-Mar-06		31-Mar-06		25625.00 (25269.00)

		1-Apr-06		30-Apr-06		29022.50 (28414.50)

		1-May-06		31-May-06		18275.50 (17798.50)

		1-Jun-06		30-Jun-06		18126.00 (17452.50)

		1-Jul-06		31-Jul-06		16854.00 (16148.00)

		1-Aug-06		31-Aug-06		13277.50 (12733.50)

		1-Sep-06		30-Sep-06		19447.00 (17645.50)

		1-Oct-06		31-Oct-06		29036.00 (27113.50)

		1-Nov-06		30-Nov-06		26366.00 (24229.50)

		1-Dec-06		31-Dec-06		23506.00 (21337.00)

		1-Jan-07		31-Jan-07		15573.50 (14650.00)

		1-Feb-07		28-Feb-07		36866.50 (31600.00)

		1-Mar-07		31-Mar-07		58444.50 (48420.50)

		1-Apr-07		30-Apr-07		34662.00 (25442.00)

		Month		Number of points entered		confirmed

		Total 2005		433635		425041

		Total 2006		282691		270567

		Total to Apr1st 2007		110883		94670

		Total first cycle		827209		790278





		OOs

				Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48				Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		Under 25		200		205		120		119		116		Under 25		267		250		130		160		139

		25-39		169		220		337		2169		2110		25-39		334		363		529		3313		2621

		40-54		61		64		143		1383		2196		40-54		142		127		292		2584		2941

		55+		30		11		83		603		850		55+		54		24		124		954		1117

		DOs

		Under 25		67		45		10		41		23

		25-39		162		140		172		984		391

		40-54		73		55		113		879		460

		55+		19		12		25		254		161

		CLO

		Under 25		0		0		0		0		0

		25-39		3		3		20		160		120

		40-54		8		8		36		322		285

		55+		5		1		16		97		106

		NB users may have 'passed' with fewer than 36 points

		Points/passed by age group

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		Under 25		total		267		250		130		160		139

				passed		260		250		130		160		139

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		25-39		total		334		363		529		3313		2621

				passed		280		337		499		3313		2621

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		40-54		total		142		127		292		2584		2941

				passed		78		101		277		2584		2941

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		55+		total		54		24		124		954		1117

				passed		10		18		111		954		1117
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competencies provision

		Competency		Events

		AS - Clinical and Pharmaceutical Knowledge		26

		AS - Establishing Options		1

		AS - Improving Prescribing Practice		4

		AS - Information in Context		1

		AS - Prescribing Professionally		5

		AS - Prescribing Safely		8

		AS - The NHS in Context		2

		AS - The Team and Individual Context		2

		Binocular Vision for Optometrists		28

		Communication Skills for Dispensing Opticians		121

		Communication Skills for Optometrists		219

		Contact Lens Practice		805

		Contact Lenses for Dispensing Opticians		107

		Contact Lenses for Optometrists		186

		Low Vision for Dispensing Opticians		5

		Ocular Abnormalities for Dispensing Opticians		98

		Ocular Abnormalities for Optometrists		456

		Ocular Examination for Optometrists		351

		Optical Appliances for Dispensing Opticians		143

		Optical Appliances for Optometrists		216

		Optical Examination and Technique		575

		Professional Conduct for Dispensing Opticians		84

		Professional Conduct for Optometrists		145

		Refractive Management for Dispensing Opticians		52

		SP - Prescribing Professionally		1

		SP - Prescribing Safely		1

		SP - The NHS in Context		1

		Visual Function for Optometrists		136





competencies uptake

		competency		points		events

		Optical Examination and Technique		238,531		575

		Contact Lens Practice		204,077		805

		Ocular Abnormalities		60,051		554

		Optical Appliances		47,455		359

		Contact Lenses		31,984		293

		Communication Skills		29,422		340

		Ocular Examination		24,353		351

		Refractive Management		13,300		52

		Visual Function		6,764		136

		Professional Conduct		3,468		229

		Additional Supply competencies		2,601		49

		Binocular Vision		460		28

		Low Vision		142		5

		Supplementary Prescribing competencies		74		3





competencies uptake

		



events
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modality provision

		



points

Uptake



modality uptake

		Modality - provision

		Modality		Events		Points

		Lecture		3405		309,498

		Skills Workshop		858		71,699

		Peer Review		235		20,881

		Text Based Distance Learning		12		626,168

		Visual Recognition Test		79		1,484

		Video Based Distance Learning		1		4,110

		Poster Session		3		0





modality uptake
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Points

Uptake



spread of uptake

		Modality		Points awarded in this modality		%

		Text Based Distance Learning		626,168		60.57

		Lecture		309,498		29.94

		Skills Workshop		71,699		6.94

		Peer Review		20,881		2.02

		Video Based Distance Learning		4,110		0.40

		Visual Recognition Test		1,484		0.14

		Poster Session		0		0.00

				1,033,840



Modality

Points awarded in this modality



points by age group

		spread of provision

		Jan-05				155

		Feb				254

		Mar				339

		Apr				501

		May				309

		Jun				348

		Jul				263

		Aug				293

		Sept				661

		Oct				627

		Nov				845

		Dec				330

		Jan-06				353

		Feb				321

		Mar				525

		Apr				459

		May				378

		Jun				609

		Jul				286

		Aug				250

		Sept				560

		Oct				627

		Nov				666

		Dec				259

		Jan-07				393

		Feb				394

		Mar				595





		spread of uptake

		1-Jan-05		31-Jan-05		1609.00 (1582.50)

		1-Feb-05		28-Feb-05		15747.00 (15441.00)

		1-Mar-05		31-Mar-05		40675.50 (40045.50)

		1-Apr-05		30-Apr-05		43851.00 (43252.00)

		1-May-05		31-May-05		203674.30 (200055.30)

		1-Jun-05		30-Jun-05		-127290.70 (-127868.70)

		1-Jul-05		31-Jul-05		40703.00 (40359.00)

		1-Aug-05		31-Aug-05		40298.50 (39549.00)

		1-Sep-05		30-Sep-05		33014.00 (32716.50)

		1-Oct-05		31-Oct-05		38210.00 (37868.00)

		1-Nov-05		30-Nov-05		42918.00 (42418.50)

		1-Dec-05		31-Dec-05		60211.50 (59609.00)

		1-Jan-06		31-Jan-06		42270.50 (41831.00)

		1-Feb-06		28-Feb-06		20896.50 (20598.50)

		1-Mar-06		31-Mar-06		25625.00 (25269.00)

		1-Apr-06		30-Apr-06		29022.50 (28414.50)

		1-May-06		31-May-06		18275.50 (17798.50)

		1-Jun-06		30-Jun-06		18126.00 (17452.50)

		1-Jul-06		31-Jul-06		16854.00 (16148.00)

		1-Aug-06		31-Aug-06		13277.50 (12733.50)

		1-Sep-06		30-Sep-06		19447.00 (17645.50)

		1-Oct-06		31-Oct-06		29036.00 (27113.50)

		1-Nov-06		30-Nov-06		26366.00 (24229.50)

		1-Dec-06		31-Dec-06		23506.00 (21337.00)

		1-Jan-07		31-Jan-07		15573.50 (14650.00)

		1-Feb-07		28-Feb-07		36866.50 (31600.00)

		1-Mar-07		31-Mar-07		58444.50 (48420.50)

		1-Apr-07		30-Apr-07		34662.00 (25442.00)

		Month		Number of points entered		confirmed

		Total 2005		433635		425041

		Total 2006		282691		270567

		Total to Apr1st 2007		110883		94670

		Total first cycle		827209		790278





		OOs

				Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48				Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		Under 25		200		205		120		119		116		Under 25		267		250		130		160		139

		25-39		169		220		337		2169		2110		25-39		334		363		529		3313		2621

		40-54		61		64		143		1383		2196		40-54		142		127		292		2584		2941

		55+		30		11		83		603		850		55+		54		24		124		954		1117

		DOs

		Under 25		67		45		10		41		23

		25-39		162		140		172		984		391

		40-54		73		55		113		879		460

		55+		19		12		25		254		161

		CLO

		Under 25		0		0		0		0		0

		25-39		3		3		20		160		120

		40-54		8		8		36		322		285

		55+		5		1		16		97		106

		NB users may have 'passed' with fewer than 36 points

		Points/passed by age group

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		Under 25		total		267		250		130		160		139

				passed		260		250		130		160		139

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		25-39		total		334		363		529		3313		2621

				passed		280		337		499		3313		2621

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		40-54		total		142		127		292		2584		2941

				passed		78		101		277		2584		2941

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		55+		total		54		24		124		954		1117

				passed		10		18		111		954		1117
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competencies provision

		competencies - provision		events

		Competency		Events

		Contact Lens Practice		805

		Optical Examination and Technique		575

		Ocular Abnormalities for Optometrists		456

		Ocular Examination for Optometrists		351

		Communication Skills for Optometrists		219

		Optical Appliances for Optometrists		216

		Contact Lenses for Optometrists		186

		Professional Conduct for Optometrists		145

		Optical Appliances for Dispensing Opticians		143

		Visual Function for Optometrists		136

		Communication Skills for Dispensing Opticians		121

		Contact Lenses for Dispensing Opticians		107

		Ocular Abnormalities for Dispensing Opticians		98

		Professional Conduct for Dispensing Opticians		84

		Refractive Management for Dispensing Opticians		52

		Binocular Vision for Optometrists		28

		AS - Clinical and Pharmaceutical Knowledge		26

		AS - Prescribing Safely		8

		AS - Prescribing Professionally		5

		Low Vision for Dispensing Opticians		5

		AS - Improving Prescribing Practice		4

		AS - The NHS in Context		2

		AS - The Team and Individual Context		2

		AS - Establishing Options		1

		AS - Information in Context		1

		SP - Prescribing Professionally		1

		SP - Prescribing Safely		1

		SP - The NHS in Context		1





modality provision

		Modality - provision

		Modality		Events		Points

		Lecture		3405		309,498

		Skills Workshop		858		71,699

		Peer Review		235		20,881

		Text Based Distance Learning		12		626,168

		Visual Recognition Test		79		1,484

		Video Based Distance Learning		1		4,110

		Poster Session		3		0





modality provision

		



Events

Provision



modality uptake

		



Points

Uptake



spread of provision

		Modality		Points awarded in this modality		%

		Text Based Distance Learning		626,168		60.57

		Lecture		309,498		29.94

		Skills Workshop		71,699		6.94

		Peer Review		20,881		2.02

		Video Based Distance Learning		4,110		0.40

		Visual Recognition Test		1,484		0.14

		Poster Session		0		0.00

				1,033,840



Modality

Points awarded in this modality



spread of uptake

		spread of provision

		Jan-05				155

		Feb				254

		Mar				339

		Apr				501

		May				309

		Jun				348

		Jul				263

		Aug				293

		Sept				661

		Oct				627

		Nov				845

		Dec				330

		Jan-06				353

		Feb				321

		Mar				525

		Apr				459

		May				378

		Jun				609

		Jul				286

		Aug				250

		Sept				560

		Oct				627

		Nov				666

		Dec				259

		Jan-07				393

		Feb				394

		Mar				595





points by age group

		spread of uptake

		1-Jan-05		31-Jan-05		1609.00 (1582.50)

		1-Feb-05		28-Feb-05		15747.00 (15441.00)

		1-Mar-05		31-Mar-05		40675.50 (40045.50)

		1-Apr-05		30-Apr-05		43851.00 (43252.00)

		1-May-05		31-May-05		203674.30 (200055.30)

		1-Jun-05		30-Jun-05		-127290.70 (-127868.70)

		1-Jul-05		31-Jul-05		40703.00 (40359.00)

		1-Aug-05		31-Aug-05		40298.50 (39549.00)

		1-Sep-05		30-Sep-05		33014.00 (32716.50)

		1-Oct-05		31-Oct-05		38210.00 (37868.00)

		1-Nov-05		30-Nov-05		42918.00 (42418.50)

		1-Dec-05		31-Dec-05		60211.50 (59609.00)

		1-Jan-06		31-Jan-06		42270.50 (41831.00)

		1-Feb-06		28-Feb-06		20896.50 (20598.50)

		1-Mar-06		31-Mar-06		25625.00 (25269.00)

		1-Apr-06		30-Apr-06		29022.50 (28414.50)

		1-May-06		31-May-06		18275.50 (17798.50)

		1-Jun-06		30-Jun-06		18126.00 (17452.50)

		1-Jul-06		31-Jul-06		16854.00 (16148.00)

		1-Aug-06		31-Aug-06		13277.50 (12733.50)

		1-Sep-06		30-Sep-06		19447.00 (17645.50)

		1-Oct-06		31-Oct-06		29036.00 (27113.50)

		1-Nov-06		30-Nov-06		26366.00 (24229.50)

		1-Dec-06		31-Dec-06		23506.00 (21337.00)

		1-Jan-07		31-Jan-07		15573.50 (14650.00)

		1-Feb-07		28-Feb-07		36866.50 (31600.00)

		1-Mar-07		31-Mar-07		58444.50 (48420.50)

		1-Apr-07		30-Apr-07		34662.00 (25442.00)

		Month		Number of points entered		confirmed

		Total 2005		433635		425041

		Total 2006		282691		270567

		Total to Apr1st 2007		110883		94670

		Total first cycle		827209		790278





		OOs

				Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48				Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		Under 25		200		205		120		119		116		Under 25		267		250		130		160		139

		25-39		169		220		337		2169		2110		25-39		334		363		529		3313		2621

		40-54		61		64		143		1383		2196		40-54		142		127		292		2584		2941

		55+		30		11		83		603		850		55+		54		24		124		954		1117

		DOs

		Under 25		67		45		10		41		23

		25-39		162		140		172		984		391

		40-54		73		55		113		879		460

		55+		19		12		25		254		161

		CLO

		Under 25		0		0		0		0		0

		25-39		3		3		20		160		120

		40-54		8		8		36		322		285

		55+		5		1		16		97		106

		NB users may have 'passed' with fewer than 36 points

		Points/passed by age group

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		Under 25		total		267		250		130		160		139

				passed		260		250		130		160		139

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		25-39		total		334		363		529		3313		2621

				passed		280		337		499		3313		2621

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		40-54		total		142		127		292		2584		2941

				passed		78		101		277		2584		2941

						Less than 12		12-24		25-36		37-48		More than 48

		55+		total		54		24		124		954		1117

				passed		10		18		111		954		1117





		



Under 25  total

Under 25  passed

Number of points

Number of registrants

All registrants - under 25



		



25-39  total

25-39  passed

Number of points

Number of registrants

All registrants - 25-39



		



40-54 total

40-54 passed

Number of points

Number of registrants

All registrants - 40-54



		



55+ total

55+ passed

Number of points

Number of registrants

All registrants - 55+
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modality provision

		Modality - provision

		Modality		Events		Points

		Lecture		3405		309,498

		Skills Workshop		858		71,699

		Peer Review		235		20,881

		Text Based Distance Learning		12		626,168

		Visual Recognition Test		79		1,484

		Video Based Distance Learning		1		4,110

		Poster Session		3		0
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		Modality		Points awarded in this modality		%
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		Under 25		200		205		120		119		116		Under 25		267		250		130		160		139
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