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C(28)07
New arrangements for entry to the optometry pre-registration period
Purpose:
Council is asked to ratify the Education Committee proposals for the new arrangements on entry to the optometry pre-registration period.  
Summary:
      Options for the future safeguards on entry to the optometry pre-registration period were discussed by the GOC Visitor Group and the College of Optometrists at a meeting on 25 January (attached).  The options were discussed at the May meeting of the Education Committee and have been considered and supported by the BUCO universities.
Council is asked to ratify the following revised arrangements for entry to the optometry pre-registration period (PRP): 

A.
Students following a GOC approved degree programme in optometry who achieve a pass at ordinary degree level at an average of 60% in the final year modules of the degree programme, together with the achievement of the training university’s certificate of achievement of Stage 1 skills (Appendix 1), should be allowed entry to the PRP of supervised practice.
B.  Graduates who fail to achieve at least a 2ii degree or an ordinary degree as in A above  (but have demonstrated competence in Stage 1 core skills – Appendix 1) should be allowed one resit of the final BSc degree examinations.

1.
These students to be allowed to progress to the PRP if they resit the final year of the BSc programme with attendance (excluding the final year project) and achieve a year average of at least 50% taking account of the normal module weightings and regulations (such as compensation) applied by the programme.  

Students would not be required to take the final year in their current university.  No mark elements from previous years of the course would be included and only this one re-sit would be allowed.
2. Graduates who fail to achieve Stage 1 core skills – Appendix 1 (but have achieved at least a 2ii degree or ordinary degree as in A above) should be reassessed in the 22 Stage 1 core skills and if they demonstrate their clinical competence to the university should be allowed to progress to the PRP.
Students could have multiple attempts to successfully complete the core skills element of the course within 2 years of the normal date of completion of their substantive degree studies.
3. Graduates who have originally achieved Stage 1 competence, but who have delayed the start of their PRP training for two years or more should be reassessed by a GOC-approved university of their choice in the 22 Stage 1 core skills and provided they demonstrate their clinical competence to the university, they should be allowed to progress to the PRP. 
4. Graduates who [a] fail to achieve at least a 2ii degree or ordinary degree as at A above  and
[b] fail to achieve Stage 1 core skills
should be allowed one resit of the final BSc as in B1 above (conditions detailed in B1 applying); and should be reassessed in the 22 Stage 1 core skills as in B3 above.
The graduates participating in the GOC’s optometry resit scheme above would 

[a] not be required to complete a project or dissertation.  
[b] would be required to register with the GOC as students and would be assigned to the university at which they are completing the resit  scheme;

Council is asked to note that 

[a] the Education Committee is currently in the process of considering revised Stage 1 competences drafted by BUCO and the optometry resit scheme above may require review should new Stage 1 competences be agreed; and

[b] should the above arrangements be agreed (as the GOC optometry resit Scheme) the current PQE 1 administered by the College of Optometrists will continue in its present form until September 2008 (inclusive) and will cease thereafter. 
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A Paper to Consider Options for the Future of 

The Professional Qualifying Examinations Part 1 (optometry)

1. The development of a new scheme for the registration of UK trained optometrists has prompted the GOC and the College of Optometrists (COpt) to review the other examinations the COpt oversees in relation to entry to the Register of Optometrists.  These examinations are:

· The Professional Qualifying Examination Part 1 (PQE1); and

· The Examination for Non-EEA Qualified Optometrists 

Exams for overseas qualified persons

2. The GOC’s Overseas Qualifications Sub-Committee has requested that both the ABDO Examinations and the COpt review their arrangements for assessing competence to practise in the UK of non-EEA qualified dispensing opticians and optometrists.  This is to ensure that the overseas schemes are compliant with the requirements of the Opticians Act 1989 as amended in 2005.  Consequently ABDO Examinations introduced a new Scheme on 1st January 2007.  

3. The COpt overseas exam has been subject to a review by a COpt working group since December 2006.  Proposals for its amendment will be considered by the GOC’s OQ Sub Committee in 2007.

PQE1

4. The Recommendations of Council on training of Optometrists last published in 1980 states that:

‘22.  To ensure that students are competent to practise under supervision during the period specified in paragraph 23 (the pre-registration period or PRP) there should be an adequate assessment in appropriate parts of ophthalmic optical practice immediately prior to that period’

5. The PQE1 is the current test of competence to practise under supervision, described in para 4 above and is essentially the gatekeeper to the PRP.

6. The current examination, which is run once per annum by the COpt, consists of two parts:

· a practical examination involving four stations:  Dispensing (including an oral); Contact Lens; Visual Fields; Routine, each of one hour duration;

· a written examination comprising 3 x 3 hours MCQ papers over a day and a half. 

Events affecting PQE1

7. The advent of degree courses in optometry led the GOC some years ago to resolve that the achievement of a BSc degree in optometry (either honours or ordinary) would exempt the optometry graduate from PQE 1.

8. In 1999 the GOC become concerned that there was a trend nationally, to give some form of exit awards to all students who have completed 3 years study without that degree necessarily demonstrating that the graduate was competent to practise under supervision.  Council therefore agreed that:

for students entering optometry courses as of the academic year 2000, only those who successfully achieve a classified honours degree in optometry will be entitled to exemption from Part 1 of the PQE, subject to certificate of clinical competence from the Head of Department  

The Committee also agreed that universities, which award ordinary degrees in optometry, should be invited to seek from the GOC exemption from Part 1 of the PQE 
for their students who achieve this award (again subject to certificate of clinical competence)
9. A consequence of the Council’s resolution was that students who, post 2000, achieved a pass degree would not be exempt from PQE1.

10. In 2000 (following the agreements to introduce the optometry new scheme for the registration for UK trained optometrists), the GOC resolved that graduates would need to demonstrate the achievement of Stage 1 competencies (Appendix 1) to progress to the PRP.  At the same time the GOC stipulated that graduates who, for whatever reason, deferred taking up supervised practice for 2 years or more, would be required to take the practical elements of PQE 1 before being allowed to start supervised practice.

11. In 2001 the examination was reviewed and a revised examination introduced which was benchmarked against a 2ii degree level.  The GOC Education Committee visitors visited the examination in June 2001 and gave provisional approval (Visit Report V(5)01).  That approval is ongoing.  The current examination has not been visited by the GOC Panel of Visitors.

12. In 2006 the GOC agreed a policy statement on Bologna (Appendix 2).  It is possible to envisage that should EU trained optometrists wish to complete their practical supervised practice in the UK that they might be required to successfully take the PQE 1 exam to demonstrate their competence to practise under supervision.

13. In 2006 the GOC and COpt started the process of reviewing the purpose and appropriateness of the PQE 1 as the gatekeeper to the PRP.  The College of Optometrists Academic Committee considered the future of PQE 1 in January 2006 and the COpt agreed to make a recommendation to the GOC as detailed in Option 2 below (para 16)
14. The number of candidates sitting this examination is always small as it is an alternative route of entry to the PRP for a very small number of people who have failed to achieve the necessary standard to give exemption from PQE 1.  Similarly the failure rate is high, since the exam pass mark is benchmarked against a 2ii degree level and the candidates have already failed to achieve such a degree after at least three years of training.

	Examination


	Classification of Candidate


	No of Candidates
	No of Passes



	Written + Practical
	Failed degree classification + failed clinical competence
	8
	2

	Written only


	Failed degree classification but clinically competent
	12
	0

	Practical only


	Correct degree classification (or above) but clinical competence certificate has expired (a clinical competence certificate is valid for two years)
	2
	1


From a discussion paper presented to the Copt Academic Committee Jan 06 

15. With the introduction of the new COpt Scheme for registration the question now arises - what kind of PQE 1 – if any –should be developed for the future which protects the public interest but is fair to the trainee?  

Options

16. The options appear to be as follows:

Option 1
disband the Stage 1 competencies (Appendix 1) and PQE 1 and allow all graduates to enter the PRP.  Any student who does not achieve a degree will not be allowed to enter the PRP and will need to seek an alternative career.

Option 2
as per College recommendation 

that for the majority of UK graduates entry to the PRP should depend solely upon the graduate demonstrating the achievement of Stage 1 competencies.  Any student who does not achieve Stage 1 competencies will not be allowed to enter the PRP and will need to seek an alternative career.

The practical elements of PQE 1 would only be maintained for those graduates who having achieved Stage 1 competencies do not take up supervised practice for two years.

that an expiry time-limit be set on the currency of the theoretical component of the degree, beyond which candidates with a time-expired clinical competence certificate could no longer just sit the PQE 1 practical-only examination but would be required to return to a University to update both their theoretical and practical abilities. 

On consideration of this option, the Copt Academic Committee further concluded that:

The COpt would let the GOC know that in its view the Universities were better placed to commission both the written and practical examination, and that it understood that BUCO was writing under separate cover to state that they would not have a problem with taking on assessments for both failed degree classification candidates and expired certificate of clinical competence candidates, provided places were available.

17. The Registrar has expressed his concerns that by ending the PQE 1 the GOC would be preventing the opportunity for advancement to the PRP for those students who, for whatever reason, have been unable to gain Stage 1 competencies or a degree.  The Registrar is mindful, in particular, of the issues that will face the GOC with the “European Student” who has followed a modular academic career.

Option 3
Students who fail to achieve Stage 1 competencies should be allowed to re-enter the final year of the degree proramme as a special student.  They would be allowed o progress to the PRP if they gained an average pass mark of 50% at the end-of-programme assessments.  They would not be required to complete a project or dissertation

18. The Education Committee considered the options at its February 2007 meeting and preferred Option 3.  The Committee agreed to forward the paper to BUCO for its consideration and agreed that a further report be made to is May 2007 meeting.  BUCO have now indicated their acceptance of the option as detailed at the front of this Paper which is essentially Option 3 above.
19. This is now presented to Council for ratification and implementation from September 2008.  

Dian Taylor

Deputy Registrar & Director for Education
June 2007

APPENDIX 1
General Optical Council Optometry Core Competencies (Stage 1)

In order to be exempted from the Professional Qualifying Examination Part 1 graduates must, at the end of their University education and training 

· Hold at least a 2ii honours degree in an approved optometry course of training

· Be competent in their communication with patients, 

· Be able to use information technology in practice and 

· Be competent in their application in the following techniques (assessed to the appropriate level):

(1) Assessment of fit of RGP and soft contact lenses

(2) Aftercare assessment of contact lens wearer

(3) Colour Vision Assessment

(4) Cover Test

(5) Evaluation of Pupils

(6) Facial Measurement

(7) Focimetry and neutralization

(8) Frame measurement

(9) Insertion and removal of RGP and soft lenses

(10) Keratometry

(11) Lens specifications – both contact lens and spectacle

(12) Measurement of Heterophoria

(13) Measurement of Vision and Visual Acuity

(14) Measurement of visual fields

(15) Motility Test

(16) Ophthalmoscopy (direct and Indirect)

(17) Retinoscopy

(18) Spectacle Fitting

(19) Subjective Refraction

Non-Cycloplegic Refraction

Cycloplegic Refraction

Low Vision Assessment

(20) Taking of case history

(21) Tonometry (Applanation and non-contact)

(22) Use of Slit Lamp

These competencies should be assessed in conjunction with the core curriculum.

APPENDIX 2
A GOC policy statement on Europe and the Bologna Process

Agreed by the Council in June 2006            
‘In order to safeguard the standards of optometry and ophthalmic dispensing in the United Kingdom, and so as to enhance student mobility, the General Optical Council wishes to conform to the spirit of the Bologna Agreement.  The Council will therefore take all steps necessary to amend its Rules and Regulations to enable it to proactively adopt the principles of the Bologna Agreement.  The Council recognises that the first steps will be to investigate and resolve any barriers, caused by the GOC’s current Rules and Regulation, to the free mobility of optometry and ophthalmic dispensing students within Europe’.
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