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Sale & Supply of Optical Appliances – Professional Bodies Guidance
Purpose:

To consider the guidance of the professional bodies on the sale and supply of optical appliances.

Summary: 

At its meeting of 23rd November, 2006, Council noted that the College of Optometrists and ABDO had agreed to revise their guidance to members to ensure that this was consistent an in synergy with the QC opinion that GOC had received on the sale and supply of optical appliances. This opinion had emphasised the need for the guidance to be, as far as possible, identical and to present a clear benchmark on what was required of registrants in relation to such matters as ‘general direction’ and ‘supervision’, which were not defined terms in the Opticians Act 1989.


At its meeting of 15th February, 2007, Standards Committee reviewed revised guidance from the College and ABDO on the fitting of contact lenses, the supply of contact lenses, and the supply of zero powered contact lenses. The ABDO guidance and the College guidance are annexed (Annex 1 and 2 respectively). These are, for the most part, word-for-word identical.


The Committee applauded the collaborative efforts of the College and ABDO to produce clear and consistent guidance, and had no points of principle to raise in relation to this guidance.


Guidance on the supply of spectacles is currently under review by the professional bodies, but it is hoped that this will be available to be tabled at the Council meeting.

Council is asked to accept the revised guidance of the professional bodies.
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