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C(09)07
Review of the Codes of Conduct for Individual Registrants and Business Registrants/Proposal for a Code of Conduct for Student Registrants
Background

In accordance with the Standards Committee work plan, the Code of Conduct for Individual Registrants and the Code of Conduct for Business Registrants were reviewed at the Committee’s meeting of 14th September, 2006. The Committee’s review was informed by feedback from the Registrar, the Chairman of the Investigation Committee, and the Hearings Manager. In addition, the Committee considered a proposal that a separate Code be issued for student optometrists and student dispensing opticians.
Code of Conduct for Individual Registrants
The Committee recommends to Council that no change is made to the Code of Conduct for Individual Registrants.
Code of Conduct for Business Registrants
The Committee recommends to Council that no change is made to the Code of Conduct for Business Registrants except that, as advised by Companies Committee, the word ‘good’ is removed from clause 9 of the Code to state:
…a business registrant will take reasonable and proportionate steps to…protect patients if it has reason to believe that an individual registrant may not be fit to practise.
Code of Conduct for Student Optometrists and Student Dispensing Opticians
The Committee considered whether a separate Code should be issued for student optometrists and student dispensing opticians. An example of how the Code of Conduct for Individual Registrants might be adapted so as to refer to students was also considered (Annex A). This adapted Code is identical to the Code for Individual Registrants except that use of the term ‘practitioners’ has been substituted with the term ‘students’ in relevant places and clause 15 has been amended to read:
A registered student optometrist or student dispensing optician must…avoid abusing his or her professional position. [N.B. The Code for Individual Registrants states that a registrant must ‘avoid abusing her or her position as an optometrist or dispensing optician’]. 
The Committee recommends to Council that the Code of Conduct for students be adopted.
CHRE are exploring areas where common standards can be applied for all healthcare professionals, including whether a single code of conduct should apply to all healthcare students. Standards Committee will keep this work under review. Consideration will also be given as to whether the Codes for Students and Individual Registrants should be consolidated so as to refer to both practitioners and students. This could be considered the next time the Codes are reviewed by Standards Committee (September 2007).
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