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INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Under the provisions of Sections 11A and 11B of The Opticians Act 

1989 (amended 2005) the General Optical Council (GOC) is empowered 
to establish a Continuing Education and Training (CET) Scheme.  The 
amended Act is available for viewing on the GOC’s website at 
www.optical.org.   

1.2 From 1 July, 2005 CET became a statutory requirement for continued 
registration and thus the continued right to practise as a dispensing 
optician or optometrist.  The CET Rules 2005 are attached here as 
Appendix 1 and are available for viewing on the GOC website at 
www.optical.org and on the GOC’s CET website at www.cetoptics.com.   

1.3 The Rules were based on Scheme Guidelines which give a general 
description of this scheme (’the Scheme’).  These are published at 
www.cetoptics.com.  The Scheme Guidelines were developed by the 
GOC in consultation with the optical bodies and selected CET providers 
and were published formally by the GOC on 1 July 2004.   

1.4 On the publication of the Scheme Guidelines the GOC announced that 
the Guidelines and Rules would be amended following a review of the 
CET Scheme in late 2005/early 2006 by the GOC and then updated as 
necessary.  

1.5 This document constitutes the start of the GOC’s Review of the CET 
Rules.  A timetable for the review is given at Appendix 2.   

1.6 It is the GOC’s intention to review the main components of the CET 
Rules for implementation of any amendment to the Rules to take effect 
on 1 January 2007.   

1.7 Given that the Rules have only been in force since 1 July 2005 it is not 
the GOC’s intention at this stage to review either the administrator’s 
arrangements for listing of Providers or the procedures for the approval 
of CET.  The GOC expects to review these procedures in 2006 when the 
Scheme will have been in operation for a sufficient period of time to 
make their review meaningful. 

1.8 In the following consultation the GOC has identified (following advice 
from the ABDO, AOP, BUCO, College of Optometrists and FODO) those 
issues which appear to need discussion at the current time.  The GOC 
invites you to give your views on these issues, and on any other issues 
related to the CET Rules that you wish to raise, and to return your 
comments by 14 November 2005 to: 

Dian Taylor,  
General Optical Council, 41 Harley Street, London, W1G 8DJ,  

email: dtaylor@optical.org  
 

1.9 An opportunity for comment on the CET Rules is also available on the 
GOC’s website at www.optical.org.  

http://www.optical.org/
http://www.optical.org/
http://www.cetoptics.com/
http://www.cetoptics.com/
mailto:dtaylor@optical.org
http://www.optical.org/
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2. THE CONSULTATION 
 
2.1 CET or CPD [(Rules 10(2) and 10(3)] 
 
2.1.1. CET – Continuing Education and Training is clarified as follows: 

‘All registrants are encouraged to extend their professional competence 
and to enhance their level of practice.  However, for the purposes of 
the GOC’s CET Scheme, CET is taken to mean the maintenance of the 
up-to-date knowledge and skills required for the safe exercise of 
professional activities following the achievement of qualification 
enabling registration for the professions.  CET sustains and maintains 
the professional knowledge and skills, which would be achieved at the 
current entry level of competence, utilising a range of modalities and 
covering an appropriate range of GOC competencies.’ 

 
2.1.2 Entry Level CET is defined by the GOC’s core competency statements 

for the two optical professions, which are available on the CET 
Website: cetoptics.com 

2.1.3. Most other health regulatory bodies in the UK have introduced 
schemes (some of which are not mandatory) for the continuing 
professional development (CPD) of their registrants.   

 
2.1.4. Given that the purpose of regulation is the protection of the 

public, do you consider that it is the responsibility of the GOC as 
the regulatory body to introduce a CPD scheme?  If so should this 
be separate to or included in a CET Scheme?  

 
2.1.5. How would CPD be defined and made enforceable in law if this 

were to become part of a mandatory scheme? 
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2.2 Points to be achieved [Rules 2(1), 13, 13, 14, 15 and 16] 

2.2.1 Rule 12 of the CET Rules states that registrants who are registered on 
30 June 2005 must achieve 36 general CET points by 31 December 
2006 and Rule 13 makes similar provision for speciality registers 
stating that those on a speciality register on 30 June 2005 must gain a 
further 18 specialist points.  The Rules also say that these points can 
be obtained within the three year period ending 31 December 2006. 

2.2.2. A three-year cycle was introduced in the first instance to allow 
registrants, who wished or needed to, to concentrate their CET activity 
into a limited time period.  It was considered that such registrants could 
within a three-year cycle make up for any break from CET and that it 
would still be reasonable to expect them to achieve 36 points within 36 
months. 

 
2.2.3 Given the principle of one learning hour earns 1 CET point: 
 
2.2.4 Does the number of points to be gained – 36 general points over 

three years (on average 12 points per year) and 18 specialist 
points over three years (an average of 6 specialist points over a 
year) – adequately reflect the level of continuing learning needed 
to maintain standards in the professions?  

 
2.2.5 Should the GOC keep a three year cycle or should this be 

changed to an annual cycle? 
 
2.2.6. Is the value of one CET point set appropriately – do you consider 

that: 
[a] the amount of work needed to gain one point is about right? 
[b] it should be harder to get one point? or 
[c] it should be easier to get one point?  
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2.3 Modality [Guidelines and Rule 10(4)] 

2.3.1 This means the way in which CET is delivered, for example, 
conferences, workshops, tutorials, peer group, Internet provision and 
other distance learning.  In the first CET Cycle (i.e., to 31 December 
2006) any combination of modalities will be accepted but, it is 
recommended that participants gain CET through a range of 
modalities. 

2.3.2. Currently the only restriction (under the Guidelines) on mode of 
delivery is that writing or refereeing papers for publication in peer 
review journals or magazines is not an approved method of provision 
and does not qualify for CET points.  Similarly, presenting papers or 
lectures will not qualify for CET points.   

2.3.3. There is for the moment, no restriction on the manner of CET delivery 
(e.g., no restriction on the number of points to be gained by distance 
learning).   

2.3.4. Should preparation and presentation of CET earn CET points?  
If so, how would this learning modality be assessed and 
controlled (e.g. how would achievement of learning outcomes be 
assessed)? 

 
2.3.5. Should the GOC require a minimum number of points to be gained 

through specific modalities? 
 
2.3.6. Should the GOC require each registrant to achieve CET 

throughout all the core competency areas, or at least in specified 
core competency areas? 



 6

2.4 Retrospective or Prospective Approval [Rules 7, 8 & 10] 
2.4.1. The GOC has responsibility for maintaining a secure and effective 

scheme for the acquisition, management and accurate recording of 
mandatory CET points by registered opticians and optometrists.  
Because the Scheme is mandatory and each registrant’s continued 
right to practise will be dependent on an effective scheme, the GOC 
considers it essential that practitioners know in advance which events 
are CET approved and how many points they will achieve from 
completing each event.  The GOC has stipulated in Rules that the 
approval of CET events must be prospective and that the Providers  
(i.e., the suppliers of CET) are responsible for having their provision 
approved. The event/provision must be approved by the Administrator 
before it is offered to participants.  An individual (i.e., user of CET) 
cannot obtain retrospective approval of a CET event (e.g., conference, 
tutorial, peer group) they have attended. 

2.4.2. Overseas CET Providers may apply to become listed Providers under 
the CET Scheme and can offer GOC approved CET outside the UK.  

2.4.3 Except in certain circumstances of CET offered outside the UK an 
individual participant cannot apply for CET approval. 

2.4.4. UK registrants who are resident overseas can complete all their CET 
using approved distance learning provision. 

2.4.5. The GOC will inform itself of recognised CET agencies outside the 
United Kingdom which award CET points leading to continued 
registration of individuals in overseas jurisdictions.  Provided the 
overseas schemes are established on a similar basis to the GOC 
Scheme, the GOC will recognise CET points awarded by named CET 
schemes outside the UK and will accept these for the purposes of the 
GOC Scheme.  The GOC will accept for the purposes of its CET 
Scheme, points earned in North America (the COPE Scheme)’ 
Australia, New Zealand (Gold and Silver Levels) and South Africa 
(Category 1 activities only). 

2.4.6. CET gained outside the UK by either UK-resident 
opticians/optometrists or non UK-resident opticians/optometrists 
will be allowed, provided the individual CET User takes 
responsibility for gaining prospective approval for that overseas 
CET event.  The GOC is receiving information that the content of 
some CET offered outside the UK is not notified until, in some 
circumstances, a week before the event is run, so making it 
impossible for the overseas user to gain prospective approval of 
that event under the GOC’s Scheme. 

2.4.7. Do you consider that there are any circumstances where the GOC 
could relax its requirement for prospective approval of CET 
events? 
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2.5   Any other matters 
2.5.1. Please provide any additional comments on any other parts of the CET 

Rules 2005 (not specifically addressed in this consultation). 
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APPENDIX 1 
THE GENERAL OPTICAL COUNCIL (CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 

TRAINING) RULES 2005 
The General Optical Council, in exercise of their powers under sections 11A, 
11B(6) and 31A of the Opticians Act 1989 and of all other powers enabling 
them in that behalf, hereby make the following Rules: 

PART 1 
CITATION, COMMENCEMENT AND INTERPRETATION  

Citation and commencement 
1. These Rules may be cited as the General Optical Council (Continuing 

Education and Training) Rules 2005 and shall come into force on 1st 
July 2005.  Interpretation 

2. (1) In these Rules - 
“administrator” means 

(a) any person who is for the time being appointed under 
rule 3(a) or 

(b) in a case falling within rule 3(b), the Council; 
“approved event” means a continuing education and training event 
which is approved under rule 10; 
“CET point” means a general CET point or a specialist CET point; 
“the Council” means the General Optical Council; 
“continuing education and training event” means a learning event, 
lecture, seminar, curriculum or other programme or method of 
study (whether requiring attendance or not) that is relevant to the 
needs and professional standards of optometrists or dispensing 
opticians;   
“general CET point” means a CET point specified as such under 
rule 10(2); 
“initial relevant  period” means the period commencing on 1st July 
2005 and ending on 31st December 2006; 
“listed provider” means a person whose application under rule 5 for 
his name to be added to the list of event providers is granted under 
rule 9; 
“month” means a calendar month; 
“reference number”, in relation to an approved event, means a 
number allocated to that event under rule 10(1)(b); 
“registrant” means a registered optometrist or registered dispensing 
optician;  
“registrar” means the registrar of the Council referred to in section 
1(3) (constitution and functions of the Council); 
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“Registration Rules” means the General Optical Council 
(Registration) Rules 2005; 
“relevant period” means each period of one year, commencing with 
1st January 2007; 
“shortfall of points”, in relation to the initial relevant period or any 
subsequent relevant period, means any CET points which a 
registrant was required to obtain in that period but has failed to 
obtain; 
“specialty” means a  specialty or level of proficiency particulars of 
which may, by virtue of rule 10 of the Registration Rules, be 
entered in a register against a registrant’s name; 
“specialist CET point” means a CET point specified as such under 
rule 10(3); and 
“year” means a calendar year. 

(2) In these Rules, references to the type of CET point specified or 
obtained in relation to an approved event are references to whether 
the CET points specified or obtained for that event are general CET 
points or specialist CET points. 

(3) In these Rules any reference to a numbered section is a 
reference to the section of the Opticians Act 1989 which bears 
that number. 

 
PART 2 

CONTINUING EDUCATION AND TRAINING SCHEME 
The scheme and the scheme administrators 

3. (1) The scheme for continuing education and training referred to in 
section 11A (requirement for continuing education and training) 
shall be administered by - 
(a) one or more persons who are appointed by the Council to 

carry out some or all of the functions of administering the 
scheme; or 

(b) to the extent that no appointment is in force in respect of any 
one or more such functions, the Council. 

Appointment of persons as administrators 
4. (1) Any appointment of a person under rule 3(a) shall be made on 

such terms (including terms as to the duration and termination of 
his appointment) as the Council consider appropriate. 

(2) In addition to terminating the appointment of such a person in the 
circumstances specified in his terms of appointment, the Council 
may by notice terminate the appointment before it would otherwise 
expire if they are at any time satisfied that such a person is unable 
or unfit to carry out his functions. 
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PART 3 
LISTING OF PROVIDERS AND APPROVAL OF EVENTS 

Application to become a listed provider 
5. (1) Any person who wishes to provide a continuing education and 

training event to optometrists or dispensing opticians shall apply to 
the administrator for his name to be entered on the list of event 
providers for a period of twelve months. 

(2) An application shall be made in such form (including electronic) as 
is specified by the Council. 

Fee payable for application to be a listed provider 
6. A fee of £35 shall be payable in respect of each application to become a 

listed provider.  
Application by a listed provider for approval of an event  
7. (1) Any listed provider who wishes to provide a continuing education 

and training event in the United Kingdom or elsewhere shall apply 
to the administrator for the event to be approved. 

(2) An application shall be made in such form (including electronic) as 
is specified by the Council. 

Application by a person undertaking an event outside the United Kingdom for 
approval of the event 
8. (1) Any person who wishes to undertake a continuing education and 

training event provided outside the United Kingdom by a person 
other than a listed provider shall apply to the administrator for the 
event to be approved.  

(2) An application shall be made in such form (including electronic) as 
is specified by the Council. 

Grant or refusal of application to become a listed provider  
9. (1) Where an application under rule 5 has been submitted to the 

administrator, together with the appropriate fee specified in rule 6, 
the administrator shall grant or refuse the application and, if he 
grants it, he shall enter the applicant’s name to the list of event 
providers. 

(2) The administrator shall notify the applicant of his decision in 
respect of the application. 

(3) A person’s entry on the list of event providers shall expire at the 
end of the period of twelve months beginning with the date on 
which the entry is made. 

Grant or refusal of application for approval of an event 
10. (1) Where an application under rule 7 or 8 for approval of an event has 

been submitted to the administrator, the administrator shall grant or 
refuse the application and, if he grants it, he shall - 
(a) specify - 
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(i) the number of CET points that a registrant who 
undertakes the approved event will obtain, and 

(ii) whether those points are to be general CET points under 
paragraph (2) or specialist CET points under paragraph 
(3); and 

(b) allocate a reference number to the approved event.   
(2) Where the administrator considers that an approved event is 

relevant to competencies which - 
(a) are established by the Council under section 12(1)(a) 

(education and training); and  
(b) a registrant must be able to demonstrate in order to be 

granted a qualification as an optometrist or dispensing 
optician, 

he shall specify that the type of points to be obtained by 
undertaking the event are general CET points. 

(3) Where the administrator considers that an approved event is 
relevant to competencies which - 
(a) are established in relation to a specialty by the Council under 

section 12(1)(a) (as applied to specialties by section 12(11)); 
and 

(b) a registrant must be able to demonstrate in order to be 
permitted to practise that specialty, 

he shall specify that the type of points to be obtained by 
undertaking the event are specialist CET points. 

(4) The administrator shall notify the applicant of his decision in 
respect of the application and, if he grants it, he shall notify the 
applicant of the number and type of points specified, and the 
reference number allocated, under paragraph (1). 

Information to be provided by listed provider 
11. (1) The person who is the listed provider of an approved event shall 
- 

(a) provide to the administrator the names of persons who have 
undertaken the event and, if they have one, their registration 
number as optometrists or dispensing opticians; 

(b) provide to a  person who has  undertaken the event a 
statement of - 
(i) the listed provider’s name, 
(ii) the number and type of CET points specified under rule 

10(1)(a) for the event, and 
(iii) the reference number of the approved event allocated 

under rule 10(1)(b).  
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(2) The information required under paragraph (1) shall be supplied in 
such form (including electronic) as is specified by the Council. 

 
PART 4 

CET POINTS 
Requirement to obtain general CET points 
12. (1) A registrant shall obtain the number of general CET points 

determined under paragraphs (2) and (3). 
(2) In respect of the initial relevant period, the required number of 

general CET points is the number equivalent to - 
(a) where the registrant’s name is in the register on 30th June 

2005, two multiplied by the number of whole months in the 
initial relevant period during which he is registered; and 

(b) where his name is entered in the register on or after 1st July 
2005, the number of whole months in the initial relevant 
period during which he is  registered. 

(3) In respect of each subsequent relevant period, the required number 
of general CET points is the number equivalent to the number of 
whole months in the relevant period during which he is registered.  

Requirement to obtain specialist CET points 
13. (1) A registrant against whose name in an appropriate register one or 

more entries relating to a specialty is made shall obtain in respect 
of each specialty the number of specialist CET points determined 
under paragraphs (2) and (3). 

(2) In respect of the initial relevant period, the required number of 
specialist CET points is the number equivalent to - 
(a) where the entry relating to the specialty is in the register on 

30th June 2005, the number of whole months in the initial 
relevant period during which he has the entry in the 
appropriate register; and  

(b) where the entry is made on or after 1st July 2005, half the 
number of whole  months during the initial relevant period 
during which he has the entry in the appropriate register. 

(3) In respect of each subsequent relevant period, the required number 
of specialist CET points is the number equivalent to half the 
number of whole months during the relevant period for which he 
has the entry relating to the specialty in the appropriate register. 

(4) For the purposes of this rule, no account may be taken of half 
numbers. 
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Voluntary CET points 
14. Where a registrant has undertaken one or more continuing education 

and training events in the period beginning on 1st January 2004 and 
ending on 30th June 2005, the registrar may, having taken into account 
the quantity and type of such events - 
(a) for the purposes of the initial relevant period and compliance with 

rule 12(2)(a),  treat the registrant as having obtained such number 
of general CET points as he may determine, up to a maximum of 
24; and 

(b) for the purposes of the initial relevant period and compliance with 
rule 13(2)(a), treat the registrant as having obtained such number 
of specialist CET points as he may determine, up to a maximum of 
12. 

Calculation of CET points 
15. (1) This rule applies to calculations made for the purposes of rule 12, 

13, 23 or 24 in order to determine the total number of CET points 
obtained by a registrant in respect of the initial relevant period or 
any subsequent relevant period. 

(2) No general CET points obtained by a registrant may be taken into 
account in calculating the number of the registrant’s specialist CET 
points. 

(3) In the case of a registrant against whose name in a register an 
entry relating to a specialty is made - 
(a) the specialist CET points he is required to obtain under rule 

13 shall be additional to (and not in place of) the general CET 
points he is required to obtain under rule 12; and 

(b) no specialist CET points he obtains may be taken into 
account in calculating the number of his general CET points. 

(4) Paragraph (3) shall be subject to rule 16 in respect of the initial 
relevant period. 

(5) No account may be taken of any CET points which a person 
obtains in the course of a relevant period in order to make up any 
shortfall of points in respect of the immediately preceding period. 

Double-counting of certain specialist points for initial relevant period 
16. (1) In this Rule “relevant points” means any specialist CET points 

which a registrant - 
(a) obtains in the initial relevant period; or 
(b) is treated as having obtained for the purposes of that period 

under rule 14(b). 
(2) Relevant points may be counted as both general CET points and 

specialist CET points (and accordingly one specialist CET point 
may be counted twice) but - 
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(a) the number of relevant points falling within paragraph (1)(a) 
shall not exceed four; and 

(b) the number of relevant points falling within paragraph (1)(b) 
shall not exceed twelve. 

Obtaining of CET points 
17. A registrant who has undertaken an approved event shall obtain the 

number and type of CET points specified under rule 10(1)(a) for the 
event.    

 
PART 5 

RECORDS 
Requirement to keep records: listed providers 
18. (1) Listed providers shall keep records of the information provided by 

them under rule 11(1).  
(2) The records shall be stored in such form (including electronic) as is 

specified by the Council. 
(3) The records shall be retained for at least two complete relevant 

periods after the end of the period to which the records relate. 
Requirement to keep records: the administrator 
19. (1) The administrator shall keep records in relation to each approved 

event of - 
(a) the title of the event, its reference number and the listed 

provider (if any) providing the event; 
(b) the number and type of CET points specified under rule 

10(1)(a); and 
(c) the information provided to him under rule 11(1)(a) by the 

listed provider. 
(2) The records shall be stored in such form (including electronic) as is 

specified by the Council. 
(3) The records shall be retained for at least two complete relevant 

periods after the end of the period to which the records relate. 
(4) Where the appointment of the administrator comes to an end, that 

person shall, within 28 days of being notified by the Council of the 
termination of appointment, pass the information stored in the 
records to the Council.  

Requirement to keep records: registrants 
20. (1) The registrant shall keep records of each approved event that he 

has undertaken.   
(2) In relation to each approved event provided by a listed provider, the 

records must contain - 
(a) the listed provider’s name; 
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(b) a statement of the number and type of CET points which he 
has obtained; and 

(c) the reference number of the event. 
(3) In relation to each approved event provided outside the United 

Kingdom by a person other than a listed provider, the records must 
contain - 
(a) the name of the person who provided the event;  
(b) a statement of the number and type of CET points which he 

has obtained; and 
(c) the reference number of the event. 

(4) The records shall be retained for at least two complete relevant 
periods after the end of the period to which the records relate. 

 
PART 6 

NOTIFICATION AND DISPUTES 
Notification of points obtained 
21. (1) Before the end of the initial relevant period and of each subsequent 

relevant period, a registrant who is subject to the requirements of 
these Rules shall provide the administrator with the information 
required to be recorded in relation to that period under rule 20.  

(2) The information shall be provided in such form (including 
electronic) as is specified by the Council. 

Disputes as to points obtained 
22. (1) This rule applies where the information provided by a registrant 

under rule 21 in relation to the immediately preceding relevant 
period is not in accordance with the information recorded by the 
administrator under rule 19 in relation to that period.  

(2) Not later than 14th January in the year following the period to which 
the discrepancy relates, the administrator shall send a request to 
the registrant asking him to produce to the registrar for each 
approved event in relation to which there is a discrepancy - 
(a) if the event was provided by a listed provider, a copy of the 

statement provided to the registrant under rule 11(1)(b);  
(b) if the event was provided outside the United Kingdom by a 

person other than a listed provider, a copy of the records kept 
by him under rule 20(3), together with evidence to show he 
attended the event. 

(3) Where the registrant has received a request for information under 
paragraph (2), he shall produce to the registrar within 28 days 
copies of the documents requested. 

(4) Where the administrator sends a request for information under 
paragraph (2) to the registrant, he shall also send to the registrar - 
(a) a copy of the request for information; and 
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(b) a copy of the relevant extract from his records kept in 
accordance with rule 19. 

(5) The number and type of CET points the registrant has obtained 
shall be determined by the registrar within the period of 14 days 
beginning with the due date for receipt of information under 
paragraph (3). 

(6) In making a determination under paragraph (5) the registrar shall 
take into account the information provided by the registrant under 
paragraph (3) and that provided by the administrator under 
paragraph (4). 

(7) The registrar shall immediately notify the registrant and the 
administrator of his determination. 

(8) Where the registrar’s determination is adverse to the registrant and 
as a result there is a shortfall of points in respect of the initial 
relevant period or any subsequent relevant period, the notice under 
paragraph (7) shall - 
(a) additionally inform the registrant of the shortfall; and  
(b) state that, unless he obtains CET points equivalent to the 

shortfall by 15th March in the year following the period in 
which the shortfall occurred , the registrar may remove from or 
refuse to retain in the register - 
(i) the name of the registrant, or 
(ii) in any case where the shortfall relates to a specialty, 

particulars of which are entered in a register against his 
name, the entry relating to the specialty. 

 
PART 7 

FAILURE TO OBTAIN CET POINTS 
Notice of shortfall 
23. (1) This rule applies where a registrant has a shortfall of points in 

respect of the initial relevant period or any subsequent relevant 
period. 

(2) Not later than 14th January in the year following the period in which 
the shortfall occurred, the administrator shall inform the registrar of: 
(a) the name of the registrant; 
(b) the number and type of CET points obtained by the registrant 

in the period in which the shortfall occurred; and 
(c) the shortfall.   

(3) Not later than the 21st January in the year following the period in 
which the shortfall occurred, the registrar shall serve a notice on 
the registrant: 
(a) informing him of the information provided by the administrator 

under paragraph (2); and 
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(b) stating that, unless he obtains CET points equivalent to the 
shortfall by 15th March of that year, the registrar may remove 
from or refuse to retain in the register - 
(i) the name of the registrant, or 
(ii) in any case where the shortfall relates to a specialty, 

particulars of which are entered in a register against his 
name, the entry relating to the specialty. 

Removal of registration or an entry relating to a specialty 
24. Where rule 22(8) or 23 applies and the registrant has failed to obtain 

CET points equivalent to the shortfall of points by 15th March in any 
year, the registrar may on or after 1st April of that year remove from or 
refuse to retain in the register - 
(a) the name of the registrant; or 
(b) in any case where the shortfall relates to a specialty, particulars of 

which are entered in a register against his name, the entry relating 
to the specialty. 

PART 8 
RESTORATION OF REGISTRATION OR ENTRY RELATING TO A 

SPECIALTY 
Restoration of registration 
25. (1) This rule applies where the registrar has received an application for 

a person’s name to be restored to the register under - 
(a) rule 3(1)(b) of the Registration Rules (restoration following 

removal by the registrar); or  
(b) section 13K(1) (restoration following erasure of a name on a 

direction of the Fitness to Practise Committee). 
(2) Rule 12 shall apply to the applicant as if his name had been in the 

register throughout - 
(a) the period commencing with the 1st July 2005 and ending on 

the date upon which the application was received; or 
(b) the 12 month period preceding the date upon which the 

application was received, 
whichever is the shorter.  

Restoration of an entry relating to a specialty 
26. (1) This rule applies where the registrar has received an application for 

a person’s entry relating to a specialty to be restored to the register 
under - 
(a) rule 4(1)(b) of the Registration Rules (restoration following 

removal by the registrar); or  
(b) section 13K(1) (restoration following removal of an entry on a 

direction of the Fitness to Practise Committee). 
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(2) Rule 13 shall apply to the applicant as if particulars of the specialty 
had been entered against his name in the register throughout - 
(a) the period commencing with 1st July 2005 and ending on the 

date upon which the application was received; or 
(b) the 12 month period preceding the date upon which the 

application was received, 
whichever is the shorter. 
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APPENDIX 2 
Programme for Review of  

The General Optical Council 
Continuing Education and Training Rules 2005 

 
22 September 2005 CET Audit Group (with advice from Advisory 

Panel) to agree form of review. 
by w/b 10 October 2005 Deputy Registrar to prepare paper work for 

consultation and distribute to stakeholders 
including GOC Members  for a response by 
14 November 2005. 

14 November 2005  Deadline for first consultation. 
October/November/December 
2005 

Deputy Registrar to hold discussions with 
GOC lawyers on text of possible amendments 
to Rules.  

From w/b 14 November 2005 By email, CET (Audit) Group to consider 
consultation response and any proposed 
amendment to the CET Rules arising as a 
consequence.  If possible, the Group to agree 
the text of the draft amended Rules by email 
so as to enable their submission to the 
Department of Health (DH) at the earliest 
opportunity. 

15 December 2005 Meeting of CET Advisory Panel and  
CET Audit Group 

November/December 2005 Deputy Registrar to circulate draft amended 
Rules to DH.  

January/February 2006 Final draft amendments be circulated for 
consultation to all stakeholders.  Period of 
consultation - six to eight weeks, dependent 
on the date a response received from DH.    

February/March 2006 GOC redrafts Rules following consultation 
and sends to DH and DH solicitors 

23 March 2006 Presentation of amended Rules to Council to 
"make Rules" 

Post March 2006 Council Submission of signed and sealed Rules to the 
Privy Council Office (PCO) 

After March 2006 DH sends PCO Explanatory Memorandum. 
PCO arranges Privy Council approval by 
correspondence – normally about 3 weeks 
(though longer at Easter and Christmas). 
PCO arranges laying before Parliament. 
Rules come into force 21 days later (usual 
rules apply if prayed against). 

 
* The Department of Health will not commit to finishing this work by 

March 2006, but the GOC will proceed in the expectation of achieving 
the above timetable. 
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