
General Optical Council 
CET consultation results  
 
Online survey 
 
A total of 456 registrants responded to the on-line survey. Of these, 238 made some additional comment. The results of the survey were 
as follows: 
 
Q.1 CET or CPD? 

CET or CPD?

38%

42%

13%
7%

scheme should stay as
CET only

some points should be
allowed for CPD as well
as CET
there should be a
separate CPD scheme

don't know/don't mind

 
a. scheme should stay as CET only 173  
b. some points should be allowed for CPD as well as CET 193  
c. there should be a separate CPD scheme   59  
d. don’t know/don’t mind   30  
 
1 respondent did not answer this question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.2 Number of points required Number of points required

69%

18%

10%

3%

the number of points
required should stay
the same
registrants should
have to get more
points
registrants should
have to get fewer
points
don't know/don't mind

 
a. the number of points required should stay the same 318 
b. registrants should have to get more points 80  
c. registrants should have to get fewer points 45 
d. don’t know/don’t mind 12 
 
1 respondent did not answer this question 
 
 
 



Q.3 Length of the cycle 
Length of the cycle

76%

6%

16% 2%

The length cycle
should stay the same
(3 years)
The length of the
cycle should be
shorter (1 year)
The length of the
cycle should be longer
(5 years)
Don’t know/don’t mind

 
a. the length of the cycle should stay the same (3 years) 344 
b. the length of the cycle should be shorter (1 year) 26 
c. the length of the cycle should be longer (5 years) 74 
d. don’t know/don’t mind 9 
 
3 respondents did not answer this question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.4 How much you need to do to gain a point 

How much you need to do to gain a 
point

84%

4%

11% 1%
The amount of work
needed to gain one
point is about right
It should be harder to
get one point

It should be easier to
get one point

Don’t know/don’t
mind

 
a. the amount of work needed to gain one point is about 
right  

376 

b. it should be harder to get one point 18 
c. it should be easier to get one point 51 
d. don’t know/don’t mind 6 
 
5 respondents did not answer this question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Q.5 Modality (how CET is delivered) 
Modality

72%

12%

13% 3%

It doesn’t matter what
type of learning you
do

There should be a
‘cap’ on the number of
points you can get in
some modalities
There should be a
minimum number of
points required in
some modalities
Don’t know/don’t mind

 
a. it doesn’t matter what type of learning you do  332 
b. there should be a ‘cap’ on the number of points you can 
get in  some modalities 

53 

c. there should be a minimum number of points required in 
some modalities 

57 

d. don’t know/don’t mind 12 
 
2 respondents did not answer this question 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.6 Earning CET points for preparation and presentation of CET 

Points for preparation and 
presentation of CET

15%

69%

16%

You should not
be able to earn
CET points for
preparation and
presentation of
CET
You should be
able to earn CET
points for
preparation and
presentation of
CET
Don’t know/don’t
mind

 
a. you should not be able to earn CET points for 
preparation and presentation of CET 

66 

b. you should be able to earn CET points for preparation 
and presentation of CET 

316 

c. don’t know/don’t mind 71 
 
3 respondents did not answer this question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Competency areas

57%31%

10% 2%

It doesn’t matter what mix
of competencies you do

You should have to gain
points in a minimum
number of different
competency areas
You should have to gain
points in all of the
different competency
areas
Don’t know/don’t mind

Retrospective or prospective 
approval

47%

38%

15%

All events should be
approved in advance

It should be possible
for individual users
overseas to get
retrospective approval
Don’t know/don’t mind

 
Q.7 Competency areas 
 
a. it doesn’t matter what mix of competencies you do 259 
b. you should have to gain points in a minimum number of 
different competency areas 

139 

c. you should have to gain points in all of the different 
competency areas 

45 

d. don’t know/don’t mind 7 
 
6 respondents did not answer this question 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.8 Retrospective or prospective approval 
 
a. all events should be approved in advance 208 
b. it should be possible for individual users overseas to get 
retrospective approval 

172 

c. don’t know/don’t mind 67 
 
9 respondents did not answer this question. 
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